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Basics of the Tests - Praxis II
There are three types of assessments that fall under the Praxis II
1. Subject Assessments - specific to your content area
2. Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) Assessment - General
pedagogical knowledge in bands k-6, 5-9, or 7-12
3. Elementary Education: Content Knowledge For Teaching (CKT)
Assessment - specific content knowledge for elementary educators
*Find the most needed information and resources from the three types of tests
throughout this toolkit.
While much of what you’ll need to know is dependent on the type of Praxis II you are
taking and the specific subject, there are basics that apply to all Praxis II
assessments. Before we dive in, first you need to figure out which assessment you
need to take. Already know? Click here to jump to what to know prior to and on test
day!
Which assessments do you need to take?
Find which test you need to take, the required scores, and additional Marylandspecific information on ETS’ website or at the Maryland State Department of
Education Website - mdcert.org.
Once you know which assessments you need to take, start preparing by finding free
materials at ets.org/materials/prepare and searching for your specific test.

Certification Support
* Have questions about your specific situation, but unsure who to ask? Before
reaching out, first review MSDE’s website www.mdcert.org.

EMPLOYED BY A
LOCAL SCHOOL
SYSTEM

Every district has a
certification
specialist to help. It
may be a whole
department or
housed within the
human resources
department.

NOT CURRENTLY EMPLOYED WITH
A LOCAL SCHOOL SYSTEM

MSDE is your point of contact!

TIP: State that you are not under
contract with a district or you may
inadvertently get sent back to the
local school system.

ENROLLED IN A
TEACHER
PREPARATION
PROGRAM

Ask your
education
advisor or
program
coordinator!

Questions to
certinfo.msde@maryland.gov

Check out highlights from the Praxis Information Bulletin here!
Prior to Test Day
● Test takers with disabilities can request accommodations online
● Assessments are given on the computer and now can be taken at a testing
center or at your home!
● Assessment cost varies by test number - please visit ETS for specific costs.

On Test Day
AT A TESTING CENTER
■
■

■

Bring valid ID and test registration
confirmation
No personal items or jewelry other
than wedding and engagement
rings
Pockets must be emptied

AT HOME

■ Take steps to ensure your

technology is up and running
■ Gather your materials
○ Valid ID
○ Acceptable note-taking
materials
○ Cellphone or hand-held mirror
for check-in
■ Make sure you meet all
environment requirements
■ Make sure you are dressed with
your ears and face visible to the
proctor.

Post Test Day
● Scores will be available in your online portal in approximately 21 days
● If you are submitting them for certification you may send test scores to MSDE
by: notation on a college transcript, photocopy of the original score report, or
official verification from a state department of education.

Questions - What Types, What’re They Asking, How to Answer!
Now that you know the basics of the Praxis II assessments, before diving in and
studying for a specific test, it’s helpful to know the types of questions that are on the
tests so you can work to decode them and really know what they are asking.
Note: all of the Praxis Study Companion content resources contain similar
information under Section 2. Familiarize Yourself with Test Questions. The below
examples are from The Praxis Study Companion for Middle School Science.
The Praxis assessments include a variety of question types. It’s important to know
the difference so you can ensure you are answering correctly!
See the next page for the different types of questions!

TYPE OF QUESTION

Constructed response - you
write a response of your own.
Click here for in depth
information on why ETS uses
constructed response & how
they’re scored.

BASIC INFO
● Demonstrate your knowledge
in a subject area by creating
your own response to a topic
● Example: Short answer or
essay

Click here for things to keep in
mind when you answer a
constructed response.
Selected response - you select
one or more answers from a list
of choices or make another
kind of selection.
Click here for strategies on how
to answer selected responses.

●
●

Select the best answer based
on what the question is asking.
Look for phrases/verbage that
indicate what they’re asking.

Click here for tips on what to look
out for.

Numeric entry - you enter a
numeric value in an answer
field.
All Praxis II assessments are taken on a computer. Click here for
info on how to understand computer based questions generally.

Test Preparation Strategies & Scoring
Prepare for a Praxis Test
Step #1: Learn what the test covers.
You can find test specifications for your test(s) in the free Study Companion. Each
Study Companion includes a comprehensive overview for the test, with detailed test
descriptions and sample questions with answers and explanations to help you
prepare.
Find the ETS study companion for your test by selecting it here!
Step #2: Assess how well you know the content.
Praxis II assessments are specific enough that you should not overestimate how
prepared you are, especially if you have not studied your content area in more than a
few months.
After taking a pre-assessment for the selected test, you should rate how familiar you
are with the test content to determine which areas of the test to focus on.
Step #3: Collect study materials.
Obtaining and organizing your materials for review are critical steps in preparing for
the Praxis tests.
TIP - use your self-assessment to ensure you are spending your time where you
need both in collecting study materials and studying!
Here are a few questions to consider in finding materials:

■ Did you take a course in which the content area was covered? If yes, do you
still have your book(s) or your notes?
■ Does your library (college, local, school system) have a textbook?

Step #4: Plan and organize your time.
You can begin to plan and organize your time while you are still collecting materials.
Allow yourself plenty of time to review so you can avoid "cramming" new material at
the end. Here are a few tips:

■ Choose a test date far enough in the future to leave you plenty of preparation
time.
■ Work backward from that date to figure out how much time you will need for
review.
■ Set a realistic schedule and stick to it.
Step #5: Develop a study plan.
A study plan should be developed off of your self-assessments ensuring your
roadmap to success is based on your skills and knowledge.
TIP: Study to the test! It’s a lot to cover, so really spending time on what’s on the test
and what you need to work on will allow you to break it down into manageable
pieces.
Click here for sample study plans and steps to creating a study plan!
Step #6: Practice explaining the key concepts.
The Praxis® Subject Assessment constructed-response tests assess your ability to
explain material effectively. As a teacher, you'll need to be able to explain concepts
and processes to students in a clear, understandable way. What are the major
concepts you will be required to teach? Can you explain them in your own words
accurately, completely, and clearly? Practice explaining these concepts to test your
ability to effectively explain what you know.
Step #7: Understand how questions will be scored.
Scoring information can be found in the Study Companion for each test.

Praxis Scores Overview
Getting Your Official Scores
Official score reporting dates vary, depending on which test you took. Go to Getting
Your Praxis Scores for detailed information on the score reporting dates.
Sending Your Scores
During registration, you may identify up to four institutions or licensing agencies to
receive your Praxis scores for free. You may also order additional score reports after
the test for a nominal service fee. Learn more about ordering score reports.
Understanding Your Scores
You received your score report. What does it all mean? For more detailed
information, read Understanding Your Scores.
Scoring Services
If you feel that you didn't perform up to your potential on a test or that your scores
may have been reported incorrectly, there are steps that you can take. Learn more
about available Scoring Services.
Additional Resources:
1. Test Taker Score Report (PDF)
2. Scoring Policies
3. State Testing and Passing Score Requirements
4. Understanding Your Praxis® Scores 2020–21 (PDF)

Types of Praxis II Assessments
Subject - Praxis II Subject Assessments measure two things that you will teach as a
K–12 educator:
1. Knowledge of the specific subjects
2. Teaching skills and knowledge (general and subject-specific manner)

Principles of Learning and Teaching - This test will assess your knowledge
and understanding of foundational educational practices. The test content
assesses your knowledge of topics such as:
●
●
●
●
●
●

human development
learning processes
instructional processes
diverse learners
educational psychology
professional issues.

NOTE: After June 30, 2022, all teacher candidates must take either the edTPA or
PPAT to fulfill the pedagogy assessment requirement. Click here for the edTPA
MSDE rubric.
Find your test number and qualifying score here.

PRAXIS II RESOURCES - ALL ASSESSMENTS
There are many Praxis II assessments, and most educators have to take multiple
assessments to receive their certification. Not every assessment is covered in this
toolkit, but don’t panic there are a few tried and true resources that are a great place
to start for every assessment.
ETS - is the company that writes
the Praxis assessments. They
have some basic resources for
every single assessment. Be sure
to check-out the study
companion and study plan for
each individualized assessment.

Mometrix - offers free practice tests for many of the assessments areas. Search by
test number!

Study.com - has a free 30-day trial for Praxis review sessions. The materials include a
syllabus, a review, and practice tests.

Quizlet - community created study flashcards, so you can spend your time studying
not making flashcards. Search by test number!

Khan Academy - is designed for students to dig in on specific subjects. It won’t have
practice tests for Praxis II but is a great place to sharpen skills and knowledge of
specific topics that are covered on a Praxis II.

*This is not a full list of what Khan offers, but an example of the types of topics covered.

Assessments by Specific Licensure Area
Find the assessments we have covered in this toolkit by specific licensure areas
below. For each of the assessments covered in this toolkit we have included: the ETS
study companion, study plan materials, additional resources, and the test at a
glance.
Don’t see the assessment you need?
Step 1 - email praxisprep@mseanea.org to let us know so we can work on adding it.
Step 2 - check out our general Praxis II resources section above.
Early Childhood (PreK-3)
●
●

Early Childhood Education (5025)
Principles of Learning and Teaching: Early Childhood 5621

Elementary Education (1-6)
● Elementary Education: Content Knowledge for Teaching (7811)
● Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades K-6 (5622)

Middle School Education (4-9)
● English Language Arts Middle School (5047)
● Middle School Science (5440)
● Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades 5-9 (5623)
Secondary Education (7-12)
● English Language Arts: Content and Analysis (5039)
● Mathematics: Content Knowledge (5161)
● Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades 7-12 (5624)
Special Education (All certification levels)
● Teaching Reading: Elementary (5205)
●

Special Education: Core Knowledge and Applications (5354)

Reading Option or English to Speakers of Other Languages (PreK-12)
● Teaching Reading: Elementary (5205)

EARLY CHILDHOOD (PreK-3)
Early Childhood Education
Test Code: 5025
Qualifying Score: 156
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5025 here.

Additional Resources:
1. Editable study plan
2. Free practice test
3. Quizlet sets
4. Highly Recommended Text

Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT): Early Childhood
Test Code: 5621
Qualifying Score: 157
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5621 here.

Additional Materials:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Study Plan
Free practice test
Highly Recommended Texts
Quizlet

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION (1-6)

Elementary Education: Content Knowledge for Teaching
Test Code: 7811
Test Code

Qualifying
Score

Study Plan

Additional Resources

7812

161

Click here

Quizlet

CKT: Math Subtest

7813

150

Click here

Quizlet

CKT: Science
Subtest

7814

154

Click here

Quizlet

CKT: Social Studies
Subtest

7815

161

Click here

Quizlet

CKT: Reading
Language Arts
Subtest

Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the 7811 study companion.
Resource #2: Other ETS materials for 7811 here.

*Tests at a glance for each subtest can be found in the study companion.
Additional Resources:
1. Quizlet for 7811

Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) K-6
Test Code: 5622
Qualifying Score: 160
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5622 here.

Additional Materials:
1. Practice Tests
2. Quizlet

MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATION (4-9)
English Language Arts Middle School
Test Code: 5047
Qualifying Score: 164
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the 5047 study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: Other ETS materials for 5047 here.

Additional resources:
1. Find Quizlets for Test 5047 here.
2. Mometrix provides a free test review here.
3. Study.com - Find more information here. (30-day free trial)

Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) 5-9
Test Code: 5623
Qualifying Score: 160
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5623 here.

Additional Materials:
1. Quizlet Materials
2. Practice Test

SECONDARY EDUCATION (7-12)
English Language Arts: Content and Analysis
Test Code: 5039
Qualifying Score: 168
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the 5039-study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5039 here.

Additional Resources:
1.

Quizlet: is a compilation of flashcards created by users. Find Quizlets for Test
5039 here.
2. Mometrix provides a free test review here.
3. Study.com has a free 30-day trial for Praxis review sessions. The materials
include a syllabus, a review, and practice tests. Find more information here.

Mathematics: Content Knowledge
Test Code: 5161
Qualifying Score: 160
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5161 here.

Additional Resources:
1. What is really on the test: Study Resources (Word)
2. Practice and Study Guide - (30 day Free Trial)
3. Practice Tests
4. Content Category Specific
a. Arithmetic Sequence / Geometric Sequence (needed formulas and
examples)
b. Standard Deviation
c. Intro to Matrices
d. Tricks for doing Trigonometry Mentally
e. Intro to Trigonometric Identities
f. Finding the Period and Amplitude of a graph
g. Solving word problems

Middle School Science
Test Code: 5440
Qualifying Score: 160
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the 5440 study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5440 here.

Click here for the content categories with linked study aids for specific topics!

Principles of Learning and Teaching (PLT) 7-12
Test Code: 5624
Qualifying Score: 157
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5624 here.

Additional Resources:
1. Quizlet Materials
2. Practice Test

SPECIAL EDUCATION (ALL CERTIFICATION LEVELS)
Special Education: Core Knowledge and Applications
Test Code: 5354
Qualifying Score: 163
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the 5354 study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5354 here.

HOT TIP: The best resource for studying for your Special Education Praxis is the basic
textbook from your Introduction to Special Education class at the undergraduate
level. If you no longer own a textbook on the subject of Special Education, used
versions can be purchased at affordable prices online. A simple search on Amazon
should find suitable results: used textbook introduction to special education.
Additional Resources:
1. Click here for a study plan that includes links to additional online resources
and timelines for studying!

Teaching Reading: Elementary
Test Code: 5205
Qualifying Score: 159
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5205 here.

Additional Resources:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Study plan here
Free practice test
Youtube study videos
Quizlet sets

READING OPTION OR ENGLISH TO SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES (PreK-12)
Teaching Reading: Elementary
Test Code: 5205
Qualifying Score: 159
Resource #1: ETS study companion - provides an overview of the standards covered
on the particular assessment and a breakdown of each question type, with correct
answers explained. Click here for the study companion.
Resource #2: Study plan breaks down each standard and allows for an area of selfreflection, gathering resources, and study dates. Find this resource here.
Resource #3: All ETS prep materials on 5205 here.

Additional Resources:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Study plan here
Free practice test
Youtube study videos
Quizlet sets

